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@ [llinois Environmental Protection Agency - 2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, IL 62706

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Six Oaks Mobile Home Park in Pecatonica, I11inois began operation in the
early 1950's and has remained established to this date. The park is owned
ard operated by Mr. & Mrs. William Abell who reside within the property
boundaries.

The Six Oaks site is located one and one-half miles south of the town of
Pecatonica and occupies approximately 3 to 4 acres in the center of the
NWi of Section 4, Township 26 North, Range 10 East in Winnebago County.

As mentioned above, the mobile home park is presently operated by

Mr. & Mrs. Abell who are purchasing the property under a contract-for-deed
from Mr. Virgil Melvin. This arrangement began in 1980. Mr. Melvin, who
allegedly installed the tanks & filled them (presently Tiving in CapeCoral,
Florida) purchased the property in 1965 from Mr. George Frink who owned this
property since about 1950. It is believed that Mr. Frink started the mobile
home park at this approximate time. A residence was built around this same
time with a 275 foot deep water supply well constructed in the basement.

Around 1969, widening and roadway improvement of Route 20 forced relocation
of the Frink house and its water supply well. Both were moved a short
distance, on the order of several hundred feet to the southeast, away from
the roadway and toward the area of the present trailer park. The original
well was abandoned and no information is available regarding its exact
location or whether it was properly grouted and sealed. It is suspected
that the basement and well were filled in with earth.

It appears that the present well, which is the replacement Frink well,
originally served a single residence as well as a number of house trailers
(known to be less than nine). These trailers, along with subsequent
additions, are the Six Oaks trailer park.

Approximately 27 mobile homes occupy individual spaces at the sijte. The
park residents are served by the mentioned single public water supply well.
In the late 1960's or early 1970's five underground storage tanks were
placed on the northern margin of the trailer park area for purposes of
storage of waste liquid 01l products, including a gasoline tank, bringing
the total to six tanks. The well is located about 200 feet east of the
six underground storage tanks. Two tanks are known to contain organic
solvent materials totalling an estimated 300 gallons of waste, one tank
has gasoline only and the others contents are unknown.



In 1985 the Six Oaks well was sampled by the IT11inois EPA in response to

an anonymous complaint from a concerned party regarding the presence of
underground storage tanks. Neither at that time nor at any time since

has there ever been any complaints regarding problems with taste, color,

odor or other aspects of the well water. Based on sampling of the tanks

and the water well, it was discovered that the well is contaminated with
various organic constituents which include T-1,2-dichloroethylene (56 ppb)
trichloroethylene (64 ppb), 1,1,1-trichloroethane (30 ppb), tetrachloroethylene
(8 ppb) and 1,1-dichloroethane (3 ppb). A1l of these contaminants except
T-1,2-dichloroethylene have been detected in the waste within the underground
tanks. Subsequent sampling of the water supply well indicate a trend

toward increased contamination concentrations. The Division of Public

Water Supplies advised the mobile home park to locate an alternative

source of drinking water as soon as possible.

The owner and park manager have (as of 8/85-12/85) emptied, washed and steam
cleaned tanks T12N,T3, and T15. This leaves tanks T12S and T1 to be emptied
and cleaned.

At the present time work is under way to determine the extent of contamination.
There will be two phases to the proposed remedial/removal action plan. The
first phase will be the testing of the underground storage tanks to

determine whether they are structurally sound. If a tank fails the test,
rernoval of that tank would result in further investigation and testing to
follow concerning possible soil contamination resulting from the leaking

tanks.

Phase II will include hydrogeologic investigation to determine subsurface
conditions in the vicinity of the site. Also, locating the source of
contamination is essential to eliminate or mitigate any additional threat
to human health or the environment caSed by further migration of wastes
from the site. >

Based on actions already taken and this site being an immediate removal
project, it is given a high priority.
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